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Bereavement Support for 
Shropshire Residents –  

Call 0345 678 9028
A new service has been launched 

to support people who are 
experiencing and suffering from 
bereavement and loss. The offer 

is open to any Shropshire resident 
who has been bereaved by either  
a recent death or previous loss.

The Bereavement Support Service is 
operated by Shropshire Council  

and community voluntary 
partners Samaritans, CRUSE, 

Severn Hospice and Crane Quality 
Counselling. The service can be 
accessed through self-referral by 

calling 0345 678 9028.

Mobilise carers support
A short blog on dealing with 

change and uncertainty:  
https://bit.ly/323TIX0 

A guide to some of  the routines 
that helped us get through 

Lockdown (Pt 1):  
https://bit.ly/324iJS6 

A basic ‘emergency plan’ to get 
you started:  

https://bit.ly/382F4Dl 
James Townsend,  

CEO and Co-Founder, Mobilise 
james@mobiliseonline.co.uk

07816 779635

Getting support in Pontesbury area
Get support if you are 

caring for someone
Unpaid carers 

Information and support for  
unpaid adult carers in Shropshire  
is now being delivered by the new  

Shropshire Carers team  
within Shropshire Council. 

Carers needing information or 
support can contact the team 
on 01743 341995 or email 
the Shropshire Carers inbox 

Shropshire.Carers@shropshire. 
gov.uk   

You will be able to speak to a 
trained carer advisor. 

Pontesbury Baptist Church
www.pontesburybaptist.co.uk

Our church is open twice every Sunday – at 10:30am and 
6:30pm – and you’re very welcome to attend our services. 
No need to book in advance – come as you are!

Every sermon is also available to watch for free via 
our website or on our YouTube channel.
Services for October:
 Date:	 Morning service 10:30 	 Evening service 6:30 
  3	 Mike Wells		  Robert Morris
10	 Mike Wells		  Gordon Craig
17	 Mike Wells		  Mike Wells
24	 Mike Henson		  Mike Henson
31	 Mike Wells		  Mike Domoney
Tea and coffee after services – all welcome.

St George’s Church
www.st-george.org.uk

Services for October: 
 3rd	 10:30am   Harvest Celebration with Holy Comm.
 5th	   2.30pm   Tea Service
10th	 10.30am   Morning Worship
17th	 10.30am   Holy Communion
24th	 10.30am   Holy Communion
31st	 10.30am   Group Service @ St. George’s Church

	   3.00pm   All Souls Service

Congregational Church 
www.pontesburycongs.com

Sunday Services for October, at 10:00.
  3	 Missionary Sunday led by Clive Ingleby
10	 Communion Service led by Rev. Debbie Martin
17	 Led by Olwen Lethbridge
24	 Led by Rev. Debbie Martin
31	 To be arranged

Climate Crisis Pilgrimage
Calling anyone who would like to be part of  a commitment 
to our living, breathing Earth and the future of  all life.

I am undertaking a Climate Crisis Pilgrimage from 
South Shropshire to the COP26 climate talks that start 
on 1 November in Glasgow.

The unusual thing is that I will be accompanied by a 
ten foot high sculpture of  a polar bear that I have made.

He’s called Clarion and is made from thin bamboo poles, 
willow withies and many layers of  heavy-duty tissue paper 
bonded together with waterproof  PVA. He is carried on a 
palanquin. He ain’t heavy! Clarion made an appearance 
at the recent Climate Awareness Fair in Pontesbury.

Would you be interested in joining me for a day of  
walking as I progress northward? I will be doing the 
whole 306 mile walk which will take 22 days and I am 
looking for people to join me for a day (or whatever you 
can manage) walking along footpaths, bridle paths, canal 
towpaths and B roads.

The Intention for this Pilgrimage
Our aim is to come together to walk, to talk, to connect 

with each other, and to connect with the landscape 
by moving through it slowly, admiring its beauty and 
grandeur. We will be positive and kind, we will smile 
and laugh while being serious and we will build active 
hope as we walk.

Walking to the climate talks will not change the world 
~ but I can think of  nothing better to do to show the 
earnestness of  my belief  that we must learn to talk 
together and build community, only in Oneness will we 
make a better more just world.

So, please consider coming along as a treasured, 

intrepid pilgrim. I assure you this will not be a shouty, 
banner waving demonstration.

Clarion and I will be coming through Shropshire on 
these dates:

Day 1 10th October – Bishop’s Castle to Longden
Day 2 11th October – Longden to Platt Lane
Clarion is a very modern bear. He is on Instagram and 

Facebook as Clarion-the-bear
And a website: clarionthebear.fish
He also has his own phone: 07432 137 034.

Bamber Hawes
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Notes from the Stiperstones 
Although we have had a few showers of  late, the hill has been 
very dry and we’ve already had one wildfire in Mytton Dingle 
which was, thankfully, speedily put out by the fire service. It’s 
always a worry at this time of  year before the winter rains 
set in and I urge everyone to be vigilant and contact the fires 
service if  fires are seen on or close to the site.

While walking down to look at the fire site, I was struck 
by the large numbers of  swallows and house martins 
feeding over the hill sides at the moment. Admittedly they 
were mostly house martins as the number of  swallows 

is much reduced this year. This has been noticed 
by many people across the UK and could be for a 
variety of  reasons, but most likely an issue on their 
hazardous migration from Africa to England. Many 
of  the likely causes may well be down to climate 
change, such as lack of  water crossing the middle 
east or human actions such as reduced insect 
populations, pesticides or hunting and trapping. 

One ray of  hope is that the numbers of  swallows did go 
very low in the eighties and has since recovered.

Another threat affecting migratory birds was the 
harvesting of  olives at night-time with the lights attracting 
the birds that then got sucked into the machinery. This 
largely unreported occurrence was happening on such 
a vast scale that it was estimated that up to 2.6 million 
birds were killed annually in Spain and Portugal, just so 
that we could have cheap olive oil. Fortunately, in 2020, 
due to international pressure, this practice has now been 
banned throughout Spain and Portugal.

The main bird I was seeing in Mytton Dingle was the 
house martin which, at least on my house, has this year 
seen several nests producing two broods and it will be 
families like these that are now feeding up in preparation 
for their migration back south of  the Sahara. One of  the 
potential issues for house martins, as I can witness first-
hand, is the competition for nest sites with house sparrows. 
I regularly hear fights between these two species outside of  
my bedroom window, which usually occur when the house 
martins have almost finished their nest building and the 
hole is not quite small enough to prevent the sparrows 
entrance. The sparrows then make their move, trying to 
oust the martins in their bully-boy style. In the morning I 

know if  they have won as they will have stuffed the 
nest untidily with bits of  dead grass, as if  they are 
waving their victory banner. If  they haven’t won, 
then the martins will soon reduce the size of  the 
hole, so they are safe from eviction for this year.

Both the swallow and house martin feed almost entirely on 
flying insects and do particularly well in areas with extensive 
beef  and dairy farms. The increasing movement to intensive 
livestock rearing, land drainage and pesticide use all reduce 
the number of  insect prey available for them to feed on. 

The nature reserve is full of  flies at the moment, much 
to the annoyance of  our Exmoor ponies that spend most 
of  the day nose to tail swishing each other’s face with 
their tails. One of  the flies that can be found on the 
Stiperstones, the St. Mark’s fly, is a specialised upland 
heathland species as it is the red-thighed St Mark’s fly, 
also known as the heather fly. It has a very long flight 
period from May to October and so should provide plenty 
of  food for those hungry swallows and martins.

Simon Cooter for Natural England staff at Rigmoreoak

House Martin

House Sparrow

    Habberley Village Hall
    7:30, Friday 22 October 
    Tickets £12 available from 01743 790179
    or through Arts Alive online 

Strength and balance  
– classes for everyday life
Monday 3:00 – 4:00  

at The Pavilion, Hall Bank

Celebrations at the formal opening of the new library in 
The Pavilion, with Yvonne Davies, Chair of Friends of 
Pontesbury Library, with Lezley Picton - and the cake!
   See article on page 12.

As well as improving safety, increased use of  the 
pathway will contribute to the carbon reduction ambitions 
of  both councils; Cllr Duncan Fletcher, Chair of  the joint 
working group said: “The use of  solar lighting is an 
integral part of  achieving a sustainable, cost-effective 
solution to improving this essential route connecting the 
villages”. Cllr Geoff  Rogers, Chair of  Minsterley Parish 
Council, commented that he was delighted with the 
outcome after all the hard work undertaken by all those 
involved in the project.

Following a competitive process, the contract for 
installation was awarded to Highline Electrical. Work on 
the project started during the first week of  September 
and took two weeks to complete. 

Shropshire Councillor Nick Hignett, who is also a 
member of  Minsterley and Pontesbury Parish Councils 
said, “I am extremely proud of  the way Minsterley and 
Pontesbury Parish Councils have worked together to 
deliver a project which will benefit residents in both 
villages.”

Debbie Marais, Parish Clerk

Solar Light Success
Working together, Pontesbury and 
Minsterley Parish Councils have secured 
funding from Shropshire Council for 
improvements to the lighting along 
the pathway between the two villages. 
Developed in response to safety concerns 
raised by residents, the project will involve 
the installation of  32 lighting columns with 
PIR activated solar powered lighting.  

Although already well used, it is the 
ambition of  both Parish Councils to 
encourage increased use of  the path, 
reducing road journeys between the 
villages and providing a safer route for 
pedestrians and cyclists. It is also hoped 
that parents will feel more confident in 
their children walking or cycling to and 
from school, particularly during darker 
winter months.


